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From the 
President
Hi all, 
We hope everyone is having a 
great break.

As we all know, the last few weeks 
have been extremely frustrating with the 
weather impacting on many games and 
training sessions. Unfortunately there is 
not much we can do about it, so we do 
ask for everyone’s patience as we work 
feverishly to try to organise make up 
games and look for alternate venues to 
play games when Weldon is closed.

Unlike previous years, this year the 
council is checking the grounds at 
6.30am on Sunday mornings. This has 
created more issues and last minute 
changes than previous years, which 
is something we are working through 
with them.

The issue also highlights the importance 
of the lights and drainage projects on 
Frank Gray and Mike Pawley Ovals. These 
remain a real focus for the committee. We 
hope that timelines on both are confirmed 
in the near future so we can ease the 
pressure on Weldon and give more kids 
more footy time.

That aside, the season is progressing 
well. We are planning a special day on 
July 28th at Weldon with past players and 
sponsors and are looking for a big club 
turnout to watch the under 17 division 1 
game. Stay tuned for more information 
on  that day.

We hope you are all enjoying your footy 
and look forward to seeing you around 
the grounds.

Vara
President – Manly Bombers JAFC

The Manly Bombers’ annual 
fundraising Trivia Night will be held 
on Saturday August 10 – and now 
is the time to book your tickets.

The event includes a fun night of trivia, 
auction of donated items, best dressed 
tables and raffle prizes. 

You can book a table of 10 from your child’s 
team (or age group) - or single tickets - to 
help raise money for Manly Bombers club 

Book in for a great night of trivia

It is not every day that young AFL 
players have the chance to meet 
one of the true legends of the game.

But members of Manly’s under-8 squad had 
just such an opportunity when they were 
invited to play at half time at the Swans vs 
Collingwood Marn Grook game at the SCG

The match recognises the valuable 
contribution of Indigenous players to the 
game.

Not only did our Auskickers have the chance 
to soak up the atmosphere of this iconic 

Auskickers meet a 
Swans legend

projects like the electronic scoreboard.

Table ‘captains’ are responsible for setting 
a fancy dress theme and organising table 
members to decorate their table. Prizes will 
be awarded for best dressed.

Cost is $50 per person (includes dinner 
and arrival drink). Table bookings of 10 are 
preferred.

Bookings can be made via the Bombers’ 
shop: www.manlybombers.com.au/shop

Donations of 
auction items
Even if you can’t attend, you can 
support the club’s Trivia Night 
by donating goods or services or 
purchasing gift cards for auction 
on the evening.

For enquiries please contact Ian Henderson 
at ianhendo@gmail.com or 0421617335.

round, but some of them were also lucky 
enough to meet Indigenous Swans legend 
Michael O’Loughlin. 

O’Loughlin played 303 games for the 
Swans (becoming the first Swan to play 
300) including the 2005 premiership victory 
and grand finals in 1996 and 2006. He was 
also named in the Indigenous Team of the 
Century.

The meeting has been just one of many 
highlights of the Manly Bombers’ Auskick 
season. For more details see the Auskick 
report in this issue.



 Under 9

Manly’s under-9 sides are having plenty 
of fun in an age group where there is no 
competition ladder and the focus is on the 
development of skills and enjoyment of 
the game. 

Having made the step up from Auskick, the 
youngest bunch of Manly junior players are 
clearly enjoying their footy each weekend.

 Under 10 YG

Manly’s under-10 Youth Girls already have 10 
games under their belt for the 2019 season.

The improvement on both a team and 
individual level was once again on display 
when the girls played their last match before 
the break against a much improved Forest 
Lions team at Lionel Watts.

The Bombers’ girls did a great job passing 
and marking the ball, but once again their 
strongest area of play was their consistent 
tackling and shutting down their opponents’ 
opportunities.

Nikki McNeil showed her passion for the game 
on all ends of the pitch for a well-earned “Girl 
of the Match”, while Isabelle van Eck took 
home the Coaches Award, displaying her 
continued dedication to the team.

The girls are looking forward to their remaining 
matches after the holiday break.

The boys represented the Bombers with pride 
and finished the round robin tournament with 
1 win, 1 draw and 1 loss in their series of 
tough games.

 Under 11

It has definitely been a season of fun for 
Manly’s under-11s across all the divisions, 
the three teams experiencing the highs and 
lows of footy. 

There have been big wins, big losses and 
tight tussles as the season has gone along. 
Although all three teams are just on the 
edge of the finals race, they have all been 
competitive and some really good footy has 
been played. 

The boys of the Div 3 ‘Spitfires’ just keep 
getting better and even managed to put 
together a couple of wins before the weather 
postponed their charge. They sit in fourth spot 
on the ladder.

The Div 2 ‘Phantoms’ have had it tough 
recently, playing the top couple of sides, but 
are still sitting mid-table and ready to have a 
crack in the last few games.

In Div 1, the ‘Mustangs’ are playing really well 
with a 50/50 win loss ratio that could have 
been better except for a couple of cruel losses 
by less than a kick!

Overall, the coaches couldn’t be prouder of 
how well our future stars have attacked the 
year so far and with four rounds to go, we 
reckon we’ll be singing the song a few more 
times yet!

 Under 12 YG

Manly’s under-12 YG have continued the 
momentum of their impressive start to 
the season.

The Bombers’ girls were glad to get back out 
on the field for a last-start victory over Lane 
Cove, having had washed out games the 
previous two weeks.

With six wins from nine matches, Manly sitst 
in third spot on the ladder. If the girls can 
maintain their winning form they stand an 
excellent chances of playing in the finals.

Around the grounds
 Under 12

Manly’s under-12 boys are continuing to 
play a competitive brand of footy.

The Division 1 side is sitting equal third (fourth 
on percentage) with seven wins from 10 
matches. The Bombers have been involved 
in a couple of nailbiters in their most recent 
matches, registering a one-point win over 
second-placed Canada Bay in round 10 and a 
four point loss to Mosman a week later.

The Bombers are also fielding two Division 
3 sides in this age group and both are very 
competitive, each having registered five 
wins from nine matches. The Black and Red 
sides sit fifth and sixth respectively, based on 
percentage, and remain in contention for a 
finals berth.

 Under 13

Manly’s under-13 Division 1 side has been 
battling hard in a high quality competition 
and have shown what they are capable 
of on a couple of occasions, stringing 
together some impressive passages of 
play in narrow losses and registering a 
couple of wins along the way.

In Division 3 the Black side has registered 
seven wins from 10 matches to sit in third 
spot and look likely to snare a finals berth if 
they can continue their good form.

The Red side is sitting in fifth spot and will 
need at least a couple of victories in the run 
home to give themselves a shot at finals footy.

Stay up to date!
Want to stay up to date with all the 
happenings at the Manly Bombers?

Our website is  
www.manlybombers.com.au

You can also check us out on social media:

www.facebook.com/manlybombersAFC
www.twitter.com/ManlyBombersAFL
www.instagram.com/manlybombers/

And if you have any feedback about 
our newsletter please drop us a line: 
manlybombersnews@gmail.com

GO BOMBERS!

 Under 10

While the under-10 teams don’t play for 
points or ladder position, all of Manly’s 
under-10 boys’ teams seem to be 
hitting their straps at the pointy end of 
the season, according to head coach 
Glenn McLachlan.

“Combinations and understanding between 
team mates are starting to really develop,” 
he said.

The age group was also well represented 
with the selection of five players - Charlie 
McClennan, Archie Buckley, Jesse Callahan, 
Archie Cox and Hamish Day - at the 
recent AFL Sydney Juniors Representative 
Development Carnival at West Hoxton. 

http://www.manlybombers.com.au 
http://www.facebook.com/manlybombersAFC 
http://www.twitter.com/ManlyBombersAFL
http://www.instagram.com/manlybombers/
mailto:manlybombersnews%40gmail.com?subject=


 Under 14 YG

Manly’s under-14 Youth Girls continue 
to focus on developing their skills and 
enjoying their football this season.

With the majority of the girls in the first of 
their two years in the under 14 age range, the 
Bombers have regularly been outsized.

But that hasn’t stopped them working hard on 
their skills and, most importantly, having plenty 
of fun. The girls have registered three wins for 
the season – the most recent in round 9 over 
Southern Power. No matter the scoreboard, 
they put in hard and have plenty of laughs 
along the way.

Around the grounds (continued)

In Division 3 the focus has been on 
teamwork and processes, as well as building 
individual skills.

The results are beginning to show for the 
Manly Blacks, who most recently put together 
some great passages of play in a convincing 
win over Pennant Hills. The Black side has a 
clear hold on second spot, with six wins and a 
draw from nine matches.

The Red side has been impressive in its most 
recent matches, registering its best win of 
the season on a waterlogged Pioneers Park 
against East Maroubra and pushing ladder 
leaders Willoughby-Mosman all the way when 
they met at Weldon in round 10.

Tyler Inchley - U15s. Photo by Craig Parr

Charlie Henderson - U15s. Photo by Craig Parr

Manly’s Division 3 had a tough loss to 
Willoughby-Mosman last round, but never 
dropped their heads and fought out the game 
until the end. They sit in fifth position, still with a 
slight chance to sneak into the top four, but it will 
take a mighty effort to win their last four rounds. 

“The boys always maintain great spirit 
and continue to enjoy their footy, showing 
improvement each match. They have come 
a long way since the beginning of the year, 
really coming together as a group and playing 
for each other, with a number of boys pushing 
into the Div 1 team on the back of strong 
consistent performances,” Brain said.

Under 18 YG

The under-18 girls had their season 
disrupted by a couple of washouts in the 
last month, but have continued to display 
their commitment and competitiveness 
when they take to the field.

Although there were a number of new faces 
to the team and to AFL at the start of the 
season, the Manly girls have continued to 
build their skills and teamwork. The Bombers 
are in sixth spot and remaining a chance of 
playing in the finals if they can snare a few 
wins in the run home.

 Under 14

Manly’s under-14 Division 1 side has 
continued to play some excellent footy, 
sitting clear at the top of the table after 
going 10 matches undefeated.

The Division 3 team welcomed several 
new players this year and continues to be 
competitive, although at times battling against 
opposition teams bringing in players from 
higher divisions.

 Under 15

It has been a challenging but fruitful 
season for Manly’s three under-15 teams.

The Division 1 side is playing a strong brand 
of football that has them in fourth place, with 
five wins and five losses to date, including a 
convincing last-start victory over St Ives. The 
run home will be tough but finals football is a 
real possibility, with the upcoming round 12 
match against Western Suburbs likely to have 
a significant bearing on their chances.

 Under 16 YG

The Bombers’ under-16 Youth Girls 
continue to go from strength to strength 
this season. As a group of friends as well 
as team mates, the girls have so much fun 
at footy, which is amazing to see. 

Performance wise, the side is sitting on seven 
wins and three losses and currently third on 
the ladder. In the last match before the break 
the Manly girls faced their strongest opposition 
in Maroubra and performed the best they have 
ever done against them, going down by about 
five goals. 

It will be the team’s goal to get the better of 
them when the two sides meet again, most 
likely in finals. Although the Manly team has 
had a few injuries, the vibe is stronger and 
more positive than ever, approaching the tail 
end of the season. 

Under 17

With four rounds to go, Manly’s Division 
1 side sits in third spot and in a good 
position to get a home final. 

The Bombers’ experienced a tough loss in 
their last match against a strong team in 
Willoughby-Mosman, but have the chance 
to bounce back next round against ladder 
leaders St Ives, before a good run into finals.

“The boys had arguably their best training 
session for the year last Tuesday, with 
the energy and enthusiasm up and the 
skills looking good. They are pumped to 
get back into it after the holidays,” Coach 
James Brain said.

Congratulations also go to Will Edwards who 
represented NSW/ACT Rams at the recent 
U16 National Championships.

Drive away 
with a 
winning 
feeling!
Oh, what a feeling it would be to 
drive away with a major prize in 
the Good for Footy Raffle in 2019.

Run by the AFL in conjunction with Toyota. 
the raffle offers some amazing prizes:

1st Prize: 2019 Toyota Kluger 2WD GX 
3.5L Petrol Automatic 5 Door SUV valued 
at $50,175 drive away 

2nd Prize: 2019 Toyota Camry Hybrid 
Ascent 2.0L Petrol Automatic 5 Door 
Sedan valued at $34,693 drive away 

3RD PRIZE: 2019 Toyota Corolla Ascent 
Sport Hybrid 1.8L Petrol Automatic 5 
Door Hatch valued at $30,297 drive away

4TH PRIZE: 2.5 hour coaching clinic 
with an AFL Star at a club’s ground - 
Valued at up to $15,000 - plus many 
signed footballs

Tickets are easy to purchase 
with a credit card via https://
toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/
manlybombers?v=1&sref=kddxc68k.

The link will take you to the Manly 
Bombers area of the raffle website and 
shows a running total of tickets bought so 
you can see the difference you are making.

One hundred percent of proceeds of the 
sale of tickets come back to the club – this 
is a fantastic opportunity for you to help 
the Manly Bombers raise the funds we 
need to provide the best footy experience 
for your kids.

Tickets are only $5 each and the 
raffle will be drawn mid-September. 

https://toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/manlybombers?v=1&sref=kddxc68k
https://toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/manlybombers?v=1&sref=kddxc68k
https://toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/manlybombers?v=1&sref=kddxc68k


As a special deal for Manly Bombers Club members and supporters, 
Ingenia Holidays is offering a 10 percent discount at each of its 21 
locations for all reservations (cabins, caravans and camping). See full 
details in the advertisement below.

Ingenia Holidays
Sponsor spotlight

The 2019 season continues to roll 
along with our coaches and players 
now settled into their new Auskick 
2.0 program, and our under-8 
teams into their development 
competition. It’s wonderful to 
see how hard our Auskickers are 
working to improve their skills.

We had a fantastic turnout at our first Auskick 
Afternoon Switch Up Session on May 26, 
with our normal Auskick session followed 
by parents vs kids games for all squads. 
Thanks to all the families who came along 
and participated. Our under-6 parents were 
the dark horses, coming out on top of their 
kids, although our under-7, under-8 and Girls’ 
Squad parents are clearly going to have to lift 
their game at the rematches which will be held 
at our next Switch Up Afternoon Round.

If you didn’t make it last time, please mark our 
next Afternoon Switch Up Round on July 21 
in your diary. It’s a great way to get to know 
some of the other families over a sausage 
sandwich and an ice block.

Auskick Report
At Manly Bombers Auskick, we couldn’t be 
any prouder of our girls’ program this season. 
We now have more than 40 girls enjoying their 
footy in our Auskick Girls’ Squad. 

On the back of the success of the NSW’s 
inaugural under-8 girls-only development 
game in May, NAB Auskick invited the 
Bombers to field a girls-only half time grid 

game at the Giants vs Suns game on June 
1. It was inspiring to see our girls run onto 
the field, alongside our two coaches, Marg 
Kaye and Kate Fylan and parent Louise Hall 
who volunteered to goal umpire. A truly all-
female affair.

We also hosted the second under-8 girls-
only development game on June 23, with the 
under-8 Valkyries once again taking on the 
under-8 Sun Lions. It’s fantastic to see how 
confident our under-8 girls are with the footy, 
which bodes well for our under-10 Junior 
Girls’ teams next season. Thanks again to 
Jocelyn Sellar for volunteering again to umpire 
the match. Our third and final game will be on 
Sunday August 4 at 8.30am.

Our under-8 squad was also offered the 
opportunity to play at half time at the Swans 
vs Collingwood Marn Grook game at the 
SCG. The match recognises the valuable 
contribution of Indigenous players to the 
game. Our Auskickers were excited to soak 
up the atmosphere of this iconic round, and 
some of them were also lucky enough to meet 
Indigenous Swans legend Michael O’Loughlin. 
Certainly an experience that will stay in the 
hearts and minds of our young players. 

Manly Bombers Auskick also played at half 
time at the recent Manly Warringah Wolves 
Ladies Day celebration on Saturday June 22. 
There were 10 of our players who had the 
chance to play in front of a strong Wolves 
crowd. Thanks to the players and their parents 
for braving the icy winds and rainy conditions.

So, still plenty of great stuff happening around 
Auskick this season. Our next events are the 
Afternoon Switch Up Round on July 21 and 
our final Auskick Pizza Night on August 7.

Deb Ferguson – Auskick Coordinator
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